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SUBJECT: HARASSMENT OF U.S. SHIP BY ANGOLAN SOLDIERS 

MISSION IS REQUESTED TO CONVEY FOLLOWING TO ANGOLAN 
AMBASSADOR FIGUEIREDO: 

1 . AS GOA KNOWS, USG HAS NO OBJECTION COMMERCE BETWEEN 
U.S. AND ANGOLA, AND IN FACT WELCOMES IT. HOWEVER, WE 
WOULD LIKE TO INFORM GOA OF A PROBLEM INVOLVING A U.S. 

SHIPPING LINE WHICH HAS CAUSED US CONCERN. 

2. IN FEBRUARY 1978, THE SS AFRICAN METEOR, BELONGING 

TO FARRELL LINES, WAS IN LUANDA HARBOR TO TAKE ON A LOAD 
OF COFFEE. ALTHOUGH SHIP IS PRIMARILY FOR CARGO, IT ALSO 
HAD SOME PASSENGERS, INCLUDING SOME ELDERLY WOMEN. 

3. FARRELL SUBSEQUENTLY REPORTED TO US THAT ON FEBRUARY 10 
ABOUT 25 ARMED MEN IN VARIOUS TYPES OF UNIFORM BOARDED 

THE SHIP, THREATENED THE PASSENGERS WITH FIREARMS, RANSACKED 
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THE PASSENGERS' EFFECTS, AND GENERALLY TERRORIZED THEM, 

ALTHOUGH APPARENTLY NOT ACTUALLY CAUSING THEM SERIOUS PHY- 
SICAL HARM. 

4. AS A RESULT OF THIS INCIDENT, FARRELL HAS DECIDED NOT 
TO RETURN TO LUANDA. OTHER U.S. SHIPPING LINES HAVE ALSO 
EXPRESSED THEIR CONCERN TO US ABOUT THE INCIDENT. 
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5. WE ARE NOT SUGGESTING THAT THE INCIDENT WAS OFFICIALLY 
INSPIRED; IT WAS PRESUMABLY AN ISOLATED INCIDENT INVOLVING 
ONE GROUP OF UNDISCIPLINED SOLDIERS. HOWEVER, WE ARE SURE 
THE GOA UNDERSTANDS THE CONCERN WHICH SUCH INCIDENTS RAISE 
IN AMERICAN BUSINESSES WHICH WOULD LIKE TO TRADE WITH 
ANGOLA; IN THE U.S. PUBLIC (SEVERAL MEMBERS OF CONGRESS 
HAVE WRITTEN US ABOUT THE INCIDENT); AND IN THE EXECUTIVE 
BRANCH WHICH IS RESPONSIBLE FOR PROTECTING U.S. CITIZENS 
ABROAD. 

6. WE THUS WISH TO BRING THE INCIDENT TO THE GOA'S ATTEN- 
TION WITH THE HOPE THAT SIMILAR INCIDENTS CAN BE PREVENTED 
IN THE FUTURE. 

7. FYI. IF FIGUEIREDO QUERIES THE DELAY IN REPORTING THIS 
INCIDENT, YOU MAY RESPOND THAT CONTINUING EVIDENCE OF 
CONGRESSIONAL CONCERN LEADS US TO MAKE THE APPROACH AT 
THIS TIME, ONE WHICH SHOULD NOT BE CONSIDERED AS A DE- 
MARCHE BUT AS A FRIENDLY COMMUNICATION. END FYI. VANCE 
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